Synthesis of the tricyclic core of vinigrol via an intramolecular Diels-Alder reaction.
[reaction: see text] Herein, we present a successful synthesis of the tricyclic core of vinigrol (1). Our approach takes advantage of a highly regioselective intramolecular Diels-Alder reaction of the diene 11 to construct two rings of the tricyclic vinigrol skeleton 12.